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had been particularly comprised in this safe-conduct.   This
being all that I have in commission, I rest

" Your Lordship's humble servant,

u FALKLAND

" READING, November 6,1642.

" For the Right Honourable the Lord Gray of Warke,
Speaker of the House of Peers pro tempered

Five days later the King reached Colnbrook, where he
met the deputation from Parliament. The tone on both,
sides was conciliatory; but Rupert was unwilling to forgo,
by agreeing to a cessation, the decided military advantage
he had obtained. Without regard, therefore, to peace
negotiations he pushed on to and captured Brentford on
12th November. On the following day he found him-
self confronted by a solid phalanx of 24,000 Londoners
drawn up on Turnham Green. That shield he could not
pierce. Turnham Green was, according to Mr. Gardiner's
happy comparison, the "Valmy" of the English Civil War.
London was saved; Rupert was baffled; and the King was
compelled to fall back on Reading.

Having failed to push through to London he was now
anxious to reopen negotiations. Accordingly, Falkland
was commanded to forward to Lord Grey of Warke, as
tlSpeaker of the Peers pro tern." the King's reply to the
answer of Parliament to his message of I2th November.1
This document was, in effect, an elaborate vindication of
the King's good faith in regard to the action at Brentford.
Rupert's conduct was bitterly and not unnaturally resented
by Parliament, and they were now willing to treat only on
condition that the King would return to the capital and
abandon the " delinquents " to their mercy. The condition
1 It may be read in S. P. Dom., Car. I., ccccxcii., 59; or Rush-worth, v.,
63- King \ both had some doubts as to the sound-
